1915]	ORTHODOXY	39
lent to the Political Department, Barrett and Fowle,
were just off up-river to join Sir Percy, and I hoped
that with any luck I might be allowed to go with
them,, but to my disappointment I was kept at
Basrah and sent to work in the Revenue Commis-
sioner's office. This was nearly two miles away
from the river, in Basrah city, on the bank of one of
the largest of the tidal creeks that run inland from
the Shatt al Arab. It was a substantial brick
building with a courtyard in the centre, like all
Basrah houses in those days, and had been the
Revenue Office under the Turks.
I found that Mr. H. R. C. Dobbs, the Revenue
Commissioner, was also away at Aziziyah, When
we first arrived at Basrah, and took over the admini-
stration of the large and extremely wealthy vilayet
which bears its name, there was no officer with the
force who had any Civil experience, except Sir
Percy Cox, and he was much too busy to find time
to organise the Revenue Department, so Dobbs
came out in January 1915 to help with Revenue
matters, theoretically under General Nixon's direct
control but actually in close co-operation with Sir
Percy Cox. During the interregnum before he
arrived, the records and work of the Turkish
Revenue Department had fallen into great disorder,
and he had to digest an entirely strange system,
conducted in two languages of which he was himself
ignorant, and to get some sort of compromise be-
tween English and Turkish methods into working
order as soon as possible. Luckily, the Turks had
not the time, if they had the inclination, to destroy
more than a small percentage of the most valuable
records in their headlong flight, or it is impossible
to say how long it would have taken to get affairs
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